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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to comnnunication{s) filed on 08 October 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL, 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 7-21,23-25 and 27-29 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 10/18/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED, set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or. 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: "^-^^ 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 




Application/Control Number: 09/216,483 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 7-14, 16, 20-21, 23, 25, 27-29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199). 

Regarding Claims 7, 20, Barzeber teaches a remote control 200/article for an electronic 
device comprising: 

a first device 131 including a processor 402/406 arranged to control a radio 
frequency transceiver 422 and an infrared transceiver 414 (see figure 8, 0054, 0055); 
and 

a remote control 200 unit including a device to remotely control an electronic 
device 360 and a telephone unit 502 adopted to enable remote communication with a 
telephone network, the telephone unit 200 including a transceiver 514/522 to remotely 
communicate with the telephone network (0026), the remote control unit 200 
communicating with the first device 131 (see figures 5, 9, 0055, 0059); and 

the telephone unit 200 including a device 502 that detect the carrier frequency of 
another wireless telephone and automatically tunes to the carrier frequency of another 
wireless telephone (0048, 0049, 0051 , 0055, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 8, Barzeber teaches a remote control system wherein the telephone 
unit includes a radio frequency transceiver adapted to remotely communicate with the 
telephone network (0044, 0045). 
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Regarding Claim 9, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit wherein the transceiver is 
tunable to the carrier frequency used by another wireless telephone (0059). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Barzeber teaches a remote control which fonA/ard a wireless 
transmission received from the telephone to the electronic unit 131 (See figure 1). 
Barzeber does not specifically mention repeater forwarding "the wireless transmission. 
However it is well known in the art to use repeater for signal transmission. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to repeater for fonA/arding the wireless transmission, for the purpose of stronger signal. 

Regarding Claim 12, Barzeber teaches a remote control system wherein the first device 
131 and the remote control unit 200 are adapted to communicate both by radio 
frequency and infrared signals (see figures 5, 9, 0048, 0049, 0050, 0051, 0057, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 13, Barzeber teaches a remote control wherein the first device 131 
and the remote control unit 200 communicate via bidirectional infrared signals and the 
remote control unit 200 communicates with the electronic device 360 using 
unidirectional infrared signals (see figure 5, 0042, 0043) 

Regarding Claim 14, Barzeber teaches a remote control system 200 wherein the control 
unit 502 is adapted to act as radio frequency transceiver 514/522 for telephone 
communications with the first device 131 (see figures 5, 9, 0043, 0059). 
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Regarding Claim 16, Barzeber teaches a method of completing a telephone call 
comprising: 

receiving a signal from a proximate wireless telephone (0032, 0055); 

determining the carrier frequency of the proximate wireless telephone (0048, 
0050, 0051. 0058, 0059); and 

tuning the remote control unit to carrier frequency so that the user can receive a 
telephone call through the remote control unit (0048, 0050. 0051, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 21, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit 200 including instructions 
that cause a processor based system to prompt for a wireless telephone carrier 
frequency (0043. 0044. 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 23, Barzeber teaches a remote control unit 200 including instructions 
that cause a processor based system to use for a wireless telephone carrier frequency 
(0014. 0043, 0044, 0058, 0059). 

Regarding Claim 25, Barzeber teaches an article including instruction that cause a 
processor based system to receive infrared command signals in one format and to 
transmit infrared command signals in a second format (014. 0043, 0044) 
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Regarding Claim 27, Barzeber teaches an article/method further storing instructions that 
enables the processor based system to prompt the user to issue a page from the user's 
wireless telephone (0050, 0055). 

Regarding Claim 28, Barzeber teaches method further including prompting the user to 
issue a page from the user's wireless telephone (0032). 

Regarding Claim 29, Barzeber teaches a system further including a storage storing 
instructions that enable the processor to prompt the user to issue a page on the user's 
wireless telephone (0032). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to. be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 15, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199 A1 ) in view of Gouessant (US Patent 
Number 5,920,806). 

Regarding Claim 15, Barzeber fails teaches a control system wherein the first device 
131 is a set-top computer system. However Gouessant teaches a control system 
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wherein the device is a set-top computer (See figure 1 . Abstract. Column 3 lines 5-25). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide above teaching of Gouessant to Barzeber, in order to 
use a device which can be adapted to computer and TV. 

4. Claims 17-18, 24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Barzeber et al. (US Publication 2002/0044199 At) in view of Buckingham et al. 
(US Patent Number 6.763,01 7 B1 ). 

Regarding Claim 17, Barzeber fails to teach a method that detects an incoming call and 
produces an offhook signal when an incoming call is detected. However, Buckingham 
teaches a method that detects an incoming call and produces an offhook signal when 
an incoming call is detected (col 31 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above 
teaching of Bukingham with Barzeber, in order to provide auto-answering feature for the 
telephone system when the user is not present. 

Regarding Claim 18, Barzeber teaches a method including converting signals from a 
telephone network into radio frequency signals and transmitting the signals to the 
remote control unit (0014, 0043, 0058, 0059). 
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Regarding Claim 24, Barzeber fails to teach an article that detects an incoming call and 
produces an offhook signal when an incoming call is detected. However. Buckingham 
teaches a method that detects an incoming call and produces an offhook signal when 
an incoming call is detected (col 31 lines 55-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above 
teaching of Bukingham with Barzeber, in order to provide auto-answering feature for the 
telephone system when the user is not present. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-18. 20-21 , 23-25. 27, 29 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any responses to this action sliould be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (571) 272-7905. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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